
Introduction
• According to recent data, there 
are about 15,000 women aged 15 
and over living with HIV in 
Malaysia.
•Among people who inject drugs 
(PWID), only 25.7% of them use 
condoms. Unprotected sexual 
intercourse proves to be one of 
the main routes of transmission for 
HIV infection.

Consistent Condom Usage Among Intimate Partners of 
HIV Positive Men Who Inject Drugs  

Kamila Radjabova, 2021, Department of Anthropology
HIV Research Team at University of Malaya

Funded by CHW under the Princeton Global Health Program

Results

Methods
• I qualitatively analyzed 9 female 
interview transcripts and had 2 in-
depth interviews with intimate 
partners of MWIDs.
• I attempted to fit my analysis 
onto the Theory of Planned 
Behavior (TPB).
• I proposed a more accurate 
behavioral model that fit my 
findings.

• Findings during the research did not fully fit the 
TPB behavioral model.

• A new model was proposed for behavioral 
decision making. 

• This new model accounted for economic 
dependency, reversible decision-making, and 
religious/moral beliefs.

Objective of the Study
This research focused on creating 
a behavior model of female 
partners of men who inject drugs 
(MWID) and their decision making 
process of consistent condom 
usage during sexual intercourse.

• Several main variables contributed 
to the decision making of consistent 
condom usage: 
• Social support 
• Societal stigma
• Economic dependency 
• Education 
• Acceptance/Helplessness 

Discussion
•The goal of creating a behavioral 
model is to help understand when 
healthcare professionals can 
intervene to prevent further spread of 
HIV to vulnerable populations, such 
as intimate partners of HIV+ MWID.

Questions
• How can policy makers and 
healthcare professionals use this 
behavioral model in HIV interventions 
to help prevent HIV amongst intimate 
partners of MWIDs?

Conclusion
• Further research can be done to 
work with a larger population of 
women; this study only covered ten 
specific cases.
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• The key component to the theory of 
planned behavior is behavioral intent.

• The TPB has been used to predict and 
explain a wide range of health behaviors 
and intentions including smoking and 
drinking, among others.

• However, the TPB does not take into 
consideration variables such as fear, 
threat, mood, economic factors, or past 
experience.

Figure of the Theory of Reasoned Action/Planned Behavior

“
Even if I am infected, I have to accept 
it with a sincere heart. God has made 

us to accept sincerely. I am not going to 
regret doctor. In fact, I want to give 
him the spirit to be more confident…my 

heart is sincere.

”
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