
Introduction
• Health equity is a key focus of the 

Global Fund’s 5-year strategy

• The question: how should the 
Global Fund adapt its investments 
in health systems so as to further 
health equity? 
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Reflection

Work profile
• The Global Fund raises and 

allocates funds to country 
governments for addressing TB, 
HIV, and malaria + building health 
systems 

• My role was to identify what 
conceptual and strategic shifts the 
Global Fund should make to 
improve health equity. 

“Health equity”: absence of unfair, 
avoidable or remediable differences in 
health status among groups of people.

Objective of Internship
1. Understand better how to build just 

health systems
2. Gain exposure to the global health 

architecture and especially 
understand funder priorities and 
constraints

Project 1: Literature scan to identify programs that 
improve health equity
• Identified 5 thematic areas within health systems 

strengthening that improve health equity.  
• Contextualized findings to Global Fund country 

engagements, and recommended tools for 
systematically taking an equity lens in health 
systems programming. 

Looking  ahead
I will continue to seek opportunities in 
global health. I am particularly 
interested in health systems 
strengthening, with a focus on 
community health systems.

Questions
• How can we reorient the global 

health ecosystem so that countries 
can set their own health agenda? 

• How can we bring greater focus to 
quality of care, especially at the 
level of primary health care?

Conclusion
Many challenges remain in achieving 
health equity, including donor-
recipient power dynamics, lack of 
data, absence of an enabling 
environment, and inadequate focus 
on the social determinants of health. 
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Projects 2+3: Desk research on Community 
Health Worker (CHW) programs for Nigeria team
• Synthesized themes across case studies and 

literature on sustainable financing for CHW 
programs

• Assessed how the CHIPS CHW program in 
Nigeria performed against the WHO guidelines 
on health policy and system support to optimize 
community health worker programmes

Project 4: Interviews of colleagues for internal 
blog
Wrote a human interest piece for the internal blog:  
collated 9 teammates’ reflections on what global 
health should do differently
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